
LEGENDARY 
White Buffalo 

White Cloud 

Dakota Miracle 

For it was the White Buffalo Calf 

Woman who, in the be9innin9, 

brou9ht to us our most sacred pipe, 

and from that time we have been 

relatives with the Jour-le99eds and 

all that moves. Tatanka, the buffalo, 

is the closest Jour-le99ed relative 

that we have, and they live as a 

people, as we do. 

-Black Elk, The Sacred Pipe, 1953 
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National Buffalo Museum 
Jamestown, North Dakota 



The National Buffalo Museum's first white 

buffalo, White Cloud (Mahpiya Ska in Lakota 

Sioux), was born on July 10, 1996, on a private 

farm in Michigan, North Dakota. She has been 

certified a true albino bison. 

On May 2 3, 1997, through a spc('ial arrangement 

with her owners, White Cloud joined the herd 

at the National Buffalo Museum in Jamestown, 

North Dakota. 

She gave birth to her first calf in July 2000. It 

was brown. Three more brown calves followed 

through the years. On August 31, 2007, White 

Cloud gave birth to her fifth calf, a white buffalo. 

This calf, a bull, was named Dakota Miracle. 

~= White Buffalo Calf Woman ==~ 
Every Lakota pipe has its or igin in the first pipe brought to ou r people by the sacred Calf Pipe Woman. This is a story 

about the way the pipe first came to us. 

A very long time ago, they say, two scouts were out looking for bison, and when they came to the top of a high hill and 
looked north, they saw a white cloud coming toward them from afar. It was a clear, sunny clay, so they wondered about 

this strange cloud. As it came closer, they saw a young Indian woman dressed in beautiful white buckskin and carrying a 

bundle. She stepped from the cloud in front of them, and they saw she was the most beautiful woman they had yet to 

see. 

Then one of the scouts, being foo li sh, had bad thoughts and spoke to them, but the other said, "That is a sacred 

woman; throw all bad thoughts away."When she came still closer, they saw that she wore a fine white buckskin dress, 

that her hair was very long, and that she was young and very beautiful. And she knew their thoughts and said in a 

voice that was like singing, "You do not know me , but if you want to do as you think, you may come," and the foolish 

one went. But just as he stood bcfo1-c her, there was a white cloud that came and covered them. The beautiful young 

woman came out of the cloud, and when it blew away, at her feet lay the bones of the foolish man. 

Then the woman spoke lo the one who was not foolish. "You shall go home and tell your people that I am corning, and 

that a big tipi shall be built for me in the center of the nation ."The man, who was very much afraid, went quickly and 

told the people, who did at once as they were told. There, around the big tipi, they waited for the sacred woman. 

In four days, the woman came to the village, very beautiful and singing. As she went into the ti pi, this is what she sang: 

With visible breath I am walkin9 

In a sacred manner I am ll'alking 

A voice I am sending as I walk 

With visible tracks I am wa lking 

In a sacred manner I walk. 

As she sang, there came from her mouth a white cloud that was good to smell. Then she gave something to the Chjef. 

It was a pipe with a bison calf carved on one side to mean the earth that bears and feeds us, and with twelve eagle 

feathers hanging from the stem lo mean the sky and the twelve moons. These were tjed with grass that never breaks. 

"Behold," she said, "With this pipe, you will be bound to all your relatives. All these people and all things in the 

universe are joined to you who smoke the pipe. With this, you shall multiply and be a good nation. Nothing but good 

shall come from it. Only the hands of the good shall take care of it and the bad shall not even see it." 

The woman stayed with the people four days and four nights . During this time, she showed them how to prepare the 

pipe, then she told the men how to smoke it. Thus, the pipe came to our people. 

The sacred woman then took leave, saying, "Always remember how sacred this pipe is, and treat it as such. I am leaving 

now, but I shall look back upon the people," and she promised to return in times of need. 

She walked in the direction of the setting sun, and then she stopped and rolled over four times. The first time, she got 

up and became a black buffalo, the second time a brown buffalo, the third time a red buffalo, and the fourth time she 

rolled over, she became a white buffalo. This buffalo walked on further, stopped, and after bowing to each one of the 

~fofil di•ectioru ofilie ='"'"• d;,,ppmed om ilie hill. )=( 



~story. of the White Buffalo Woman's coming 

to the Lakota is powerful on many levels. It tells 

of the origin of many Lakota traditions and of the 

people's finding their place in the order of the 

world. 

This story also tells of the origin of the calumet, 

the ceremonial pipe that remains the Lakota's 

"most sacred heirloom," as John (Fire) Lame Deer 

wrote in Lame Deer, Seeker ef'Visions: "Nothing of 

importance, good or bad, takes place among us 

without the pipe." 

Finally, it is a prophecy telling of the sacred white 

buffalo that will come one day to unite all races to 

live together in harmony. 

This narrative has been told and retold throughout 

time by spiritual leaders from Black Elk to Lame 

Deer. 
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The following cultural perspective has been 

provided by United Tribes Technical College in 

Bismarck, ND. It is noted here that indigenous Tribes 

of the Northern Great Plains have different variations 

about the spiritual significance of the white buffalo. 

The orth Dakota Buffalo Foundation owns and operates 

the ational Buffalo Museum-a nonprofit educational 

organization devoted to the cultural and natural history 

of bison and the prairie- and a herd of buffalo at the 

Frontier Village site in Jamestown, ND (I-94 exit 258). 

17'h Street 

National Buffalo Museum 

500 17th Street SE 
Jamestown, ND 58401 

800-807-1511 
www.buffalomuseum.com 

This brochure has been printed courtesy of the Buffalo 

City Tourism Foundation. For more information, please 

call 800-222-4766 or visit www.tourjamestown.com 


